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Langston Hughes

Introduction
Langston Hughes is one of the American artists who contributed a lot towards the development poetry and other writings in America, in the mid and late 20th century. Most of his work was based on the events during Harlem Renaissance era; which facilitated the development of cultural integration in American history. Basically, Hughes’ works were directed by various events which occurred during the Harlem Renaissance period. It is important to note that, Hughes’ parents were from different races, which triggered him to perceive the world as multi-cultural; without racial discriminations. As it has been revealed, most of Hughes writings are entirely rooted in the cultural discrimination between Native American and Black Americans. Certainly, Hughes works seemed to revolve round the nation building and the vents which prevailed during the time of the revolution of America (Whitaker 29). 

In this regard, throughout his career as a writer and an artist, Hughes never failed to criticize any form of inequality on the basis of racial considerations. In fact, Hughes worked to wards bringing into focus the need to unite as a nation and avoid any form of discrimination and injustices which were publicly practiced between Blacks and Whites within the country. As a result, Hughes saw it wise to express his ideas and views on the evils done by the authorities and the Whites in general towards the Blacks. On this regard therefore, Hughes’ work mainly seems to criticize and advocate for equality and fairness in all the societal dealings within America, during the Harlem Renaissance period (Rampersad 17).

Main Events in Hughes’ Life which compelled him to Involve in Artistic Writings 
Being a black, Hughes grew during the time when the Whites were exercising a lot of racial discrimination towards the Blacks. More importantly, the Blacks were being denied of their civil rights in America, making them look like the inferior part of the society in America. During this time, the Blacks were being denied of their voting rights and having restricted access to public amenities. Throughout his education, Hughes noticed the ill treatment of the Blacks by the Whites. Basically, realization and discrimination prevailed in all social institutions; making the inferior community, the Blacks, have limited or absolutely no access to quality social services within the country. Such events of racial discrimination in various aspects compelled Hughes to engage in writings so as to communicate his views of such evils done by the Whites. Throughout his works, Hughes strongly requested for change which would enhance the development of the nation in all social aspects (Whitaker 32). 

Certainly, Hughes recognized the ill-treatment of the Native American teachers towards African-American students. Such actions made Hughes unhappy and got devoted to expose such evils done by the Whites to the Society, in search of liberalization. His main works stressed on the significance of racial consciousness by having equal distribution of all rights among the races within the country which would enhance cultural nationalism. In this case, Hughes’ works were focusing ion various struggles undergone by African-Americans to overcome the evils of their fellow Whites. More specifically, the hardships undergone by most of the Blacks in their pursuit of attaining certain privileges within the society are expounded in Hughes’ works (Rampersad 19).          
           Having many African- Americans afraid of raising their voices in fear of being punished by the White Authorities during that time, Hughes decided to expose them through writings. Being a very courageous man with high determinations and focuses, Hughes made it clear to the White rulers that, though their unfair treatment towards the Blacks may not benefit them directly, it will sometimes cost them a lot. As a result, Hughes emerged as a very good writer, most of his works failed to be produced as he expected, exposing the evil nature of the Whites in their unfair treatment towards the Blacks. Though his local producers were unwilling to produce his movies and films as he directed, his work spread to most parts of the world including Europe and Asia (Sheridan 45). 

It is his continuous fight towards discrimination of Blacks by the Whites which compelled him to indulge into in-depth development of various writing and other artistic works in order to advocate for racial integration by harmonizing all the rights for the Whites and the Blacks. Being aware of the evils exercised by the Whites towards his race, Hughes wanted all the young black artists to get focused towards advocating for equality in terms of race among all the Americans. By so doing, Hughes set a legacy of emulation by his fellow African Americans to set their efforts and dedications towards fighting for equality through non-violent demonstrations (Leach 91). 

Being aware of the political implication of his writings, Hughes fearlessly continues to expose the evils done by the rulers through his various artistic works. Being a segregated society in terms of racial discrimination, Hughes wanted to establish communism which would ensure equality and fair distribution of all rights among the people with less regard on races. During his time, injustice was highly practiced where Blacks who seemed promising in terms of fighting for the rights of their fellow Blacks’ rights were being prosecuted and jailed without compromise. Certainly, such malpractices of punishment among the Blacks by the Whites were found to entirely lie on the fear of the White rulers from being exposed of their evils by the ‘elite Blacks’ (Berry 54). 

Though most communist organizations did not support Blacks’ writings, Hughes’ artistic writings about the plight of blacks and being quite courageous young man; made his work get supported by the Communist Organizations. His courageousness is revealed when he decides to become part of the groups who went to SU to produce a film about the plight of the Blacks in the United States. Though the film was a new one, Hughes was given the opportunity of travelling to USSSR and the central Asia, in order to participate in producing the film. His fame had been caused by his ability to express his ideas critically in his works about the oppressive government on the Blacks. Hughes can be described as one of the African-American who contributed towards the development of cultural integration in the entire US nation (Sheridan 43).

During the Harlem renaissance period, communists were not supported by the government and therefore, his works being published and distributed by various communist organizations aroused a lot of tension between him and the government. Certainly, Hughes faced a lot of controversies with the government; in which he was warned to moderate his attacks to the authority. In the year 1948, Hughes produced one of his best collections of poems in which he described his actions as not being racial based by humanity based. His exposition of the plight for the Blacks in America, as revealed in his 1949 collection of poems is entirely on moral issues about interactionism. Considering the segregated community on racial basis, Hughes comes up to help reveal the need for unity which would only be achieved through equality distribution among all the people, regardless of the race (Rampersad 21).    
By so doing, Hughes was particularly focused on nationalism through the alleviation of social discrimination on basis of race. Though Hughes claimed as being a non-communist, he continuously engaged himself in producing artistic works which were at par with the entire national needs, which would ultimately be achieved through all the communities getting united through having common rights. Basically, throughout Hughes’ life as an artist, he never compromised any situation of unfairness and inequality; as he viewed the two as enemies of ethics and justice. O this basis therefore, he continuously advocated for all forms of equality, in all levels of interactinism (not only on racial basis), thus making his works multi-directional. More specifically, Hughes works were not only meant to favor Black-Americans, but also to address all the other form of discrimination within the entire US nation. It was his belief that, nationalism would not be possible without elimination of racial discrimination first. As a result, Hughes emerged as a nationalist and a highly focused individual in America; by producing highly influential writings towards unity and nationalism (Berry 56). 

Conclusion

As it has been revealed, Hughes was influenced by the high degree of inequality and injustice within US by the Whites towards the Blacks, to engage in his artistic writings. Though his works seemed to address the high degree of racial discrimination by the Whites towards the Blacks, his ultimate focus was on all forms of inequality dealings within the people.  It is important to note that, the main events throughout Hughes’ life which compelled him to his artistic writings is the way he saw the White rulers in all social institutions treat the Blacks with high degree of inequalities. Throughout his school life, Hughes saw the way his tutors were treating him and his fellow Blacks with unfairness in all social dealings. Certainly, such acts and others by politicians compelled him to get much engaged in writings; so as to advocate for equality among the people through the print and electronic media.     
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